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"VYou 4did say twe=-thirty, I know guite that, T wish tc

speak to you.!

Myrna's hasty glance at her wrist watch established that it was just

a minute after the hour ly the old lady could nct expect her to talk

hnnitulati she zsked:"This is jam you have made yourself?"
: <
She held the pale jar on its side and hastily reversed the movement
25 some syruv oozed from its screw-cn Loy,
"Mhatts orange marmalade. Tt's rather runny; I expect T was a little

imnatient... the oranges were rather o0ld and just beginning to zo off
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Ted. "This cumouot set very well, but it's time it was
eaten, Tt has set s0 well that it is hard to spread, the bread breaks i

it is fresh. That jam" she continued impressively "is nine years old!"

Over MMyrna's sophisticsted countenance »n expression of awszenen
ker eves rounded and her livs parted, yet no word came forth.

The 0ld lady continued: "I want you to come over next week when T

do some more vreserving. I want to hand on my skill to you young peovle
and teach you to turn the fruit in your gardens into jam. Would Thursday

suilt you? My 501 icots over for me next week.,"
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you for your kind thought just the same." She thought: "I'll throw these

twoe jars cuif as socn as she's gone... nine years 0ld! Who would eat that?"
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"Welve a cuarter of an hour before the others come. How can T heln wvou?"
"There is something worrying me. It is aboult Lucy!"
"You know there is trouble in her marriage, He's 2 zambler...

they say." She locked at Myrna,

her friend e = and was

"T want to have a little talk with her. You know Vicar calls me his
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lieutenant, He says I do half his work for him. keep asking her to come

over for a little talk but she won't come. I want you tc use your influence
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lost weelr, with Lucy. "
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"o had tea with her last week!" cried Myrna loudly.
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"You shouls

"You should not force a confidence!Mghouted Myrnz,

- ERR Taa 1,
1t the Church

instructs us to forgive. Always forgive,”
“Youtll nut Lucy under additional strain,”
"hate!
"Inwise - to - interfere!"
"She nesds guildance. T am an experienced woman - I'm eighty-two,

would vou believe it2YW
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"He's too old to be so active now. He enjoys having fixed hour s of work."
"All the doevtors seem to be forming clinics in the suburbs. <=y gyw

take night calls in rotation

Two ladies in their late seventies 4@ arrived.

snoke in a vigorous tone, and looked shrewd and alert; the other was

o ohocd

y rink-nnd-white, rrettily dres she w=s m“acela’fy

fmefeminine. As soon &s the sprightly Mrs. Harpcastle-had an opuortunity she

znge in he
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Tucy. Jesy d us E y of our brother,
net seven times but sevegity-times seven."

t was zvpparent from Lucy's face, with colour, and Mrs.
sntisfaction that sorme reprcoach was being driven home Myrpnszts face ex-
pressed ¢214 disaprromal, She rose.

"T wust ask vou to excuse me while T bring in our tez. Tucy, will you
give mea hand?®

and =z chocolate cake

Myrna had prenzred sandwiches. "I also ran up a sponge/tais pmorning
and some tartlets vesterday. Nothing chewy for our old dears. Bui, Lucy,
you'll have to be firm with Mrs. Deakin. She sees herself &s your mentor
snd suide; it's ridiculous. She is too deaf to be anybody's confidante,
2ls0o she doesan't know as much about the world as she thinks she does; she
is ungualified to advise you zbout anything - ighge, she's getiing or
shoulé T say anile?®

alk... that's why I asked her over with
for an answer Fvery time T forget home
them."
ndeed."

Lucy surveyed the tea wazgon. "It locks =z spread! @f ccourse,
at this ace they den't have to watch thelr weight.!

"Sometimes they really tuck in at this time of the afternoon. Zhmy Tt
seems old veonle love to eat between meals. T have an old ladi party
once a year.,. this year they all seew sojmuch older - excert for Mrs. Harn-
castle, who's still takd BRX¥RREXXY¥ special educational courses, reading
new sutjects every year and is as tough, direct and focussed as ever

They wheeled in the waggon, and while Myrna poured ftea into Spode curs,
Tucy carried each cne, HERkXyY set in its saucer on 2 nlate, erbrodiered i{kgﬂ

'ﬁs F:P.
rapkin between, and feork set neatly er kkE handle. Leonie,
k.
however, had varished: nobody knew wheqeij «han s the roon
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there was no bulrce at the waist.
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"The chicken died.’'

"Where did you vut it. I'11 see to it later o=."
"IN gaid Leorie magnificently Mhave disposed cof it."
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lanve out one wnerson who's here fo-day. Survering her zuests, she noticed
T . .. . . . .
ra, 7 in & veremptory way to Tucy, who turned from her

cdelibersztely and a few moments later left the wvarty, excusing herzel’l by

the stere of the house,

you come over for a

Lucy began to shake., Her mind flooded wi

.. because you're like some cnaracter from 'Pride

e e i T
you badger me, “because vou're like the lzady of the nranor
M.-—-—«w”/'

right to interfere in the villagers! lives, because you

faddow ike a bkcocdhound on my trail,, tecause you're like = bulldog, never

- hound - mgin
Shie fled homewards, trembl

I rearly burst into flames,
rmust avoid ner in future...lcould finish in a mental asylum.”

Mrs. Deakin, returning to the party

fovnd generzl farewells in

~
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s. Harncastle had returned to thne subject of Mro. Parker

N

to another, cne's time rhythm is disturbed... some are more unset

der pecrle to not make & stowvover halt

between here znd Britain.

Again the gentle pink-snd-white womosn listene? oleasantl

slone!!
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after =*e thought

2

when ¥rs. Deskin re-entered the garden. Wi
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dcing 1it, =% stooped to

‘n snoke sharp

nct come cver for our little Enow why?!
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"Come and sit down.'" Myrna 1s ol = > 2 oseat. "I can't see

why you wart her to confide in you?"

s
b
o)
<
o
fond
4]
.

re e

T o
Whe wWas

B . u

7&, ga,

\/M . { }hn)\“-]ﬂ }74./(
XNﬂdﬂv SN wL KL‘J& Jb

pouge she added: "Wear
for '
for .

Lucy cecmes over to my home

me™ said Myrna.
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one!" shouted VYyrna at the tow of her voice.

"o need to shout! just speak in your ordinsry fone and T can hear you."

f . 1 o B
4 Myrna was too exazsperated to RERRKXX answer, bul she vizg wvinre %k“\ Aer
W A g
feve had become B"%,@ﬁ'.‘ Vushed and v\»sﬁfj[
¥rs., Deakin surveyed her critically "Tf T have no cc-cperzticon frowm you

T shall nave t0 rerort the matter toc the Vicar'!

Gc risnt ahead, thought Myrna. '"You do that' she revlied.

o
"T oan very uunset! Very upset i SD
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Silence/for a minute and then she added: Ticar c¢zlls me his lieutenant,

He szys T 4o half his work for him,'". her silende, during wnhj Myrna was
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surveyed, [then: "I am deeply hurt. But T am vprepared to discuss the s

s "You must excuse me' said Myrna, UT must start getting dinner ready."
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Myrna shook her head. She way found herself feeling sorrvﬁ about the

winole thing and wished she had not been brought into the
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